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5 LE 7 Ecing it bath pleaſed Almighty GOD,ayw 


(ESE 4au : at this rime to pur / 
Ra 2 flop torheeffaſion of Bloud , fo prodigal-* 

| KF ly powred our in /ournative Country , and 

thereby given a hope of ſpeedily Rating rhe 

whole Kingdome , ina firme and durable 

Peace : It doth/nor a licle grieve my ſou], 


that this happineſſe ſhould be clonded or retarded , under the 


theſe controverſies, then before hee/had in the warres , and will 
reap plory out of both. We muſt neicher art nor flagger, when 
| welce Schiſmes and Hereſies riſe, in the vifible Church ; They 
aethe Tares, which the envious man ſoweth, among Gods 
Wheat; and Chriſt hath fore-warned us, and ſo hath his Ape- 
ſiles, that throughthe rage of Satan, and corruption of men, there 
tull of neceſſity 1n all times and ages ariſe ſcandals, difſentions, 
and Herefies inthe Church ; for the exereiſe ofthe godly , that 
their fairh might be proved and maniſefted to the werld, by hold- 
ing their ground, and cleaving to the truth. Yea, the very Goſ- 
rel of Chrif, which in it ſelfe, is a Goſpel! of peace, by the _ 
B-, » 


(2) 
of the Sqn, reconciling of us, to the Father. Meereth with ſuch 
Malignancy and oppoſition inthe world , that to the true profeſ.. 
ſors of it, it becomerh, a Goſpel of warre and hacred, and perſe. 
cation. This is the condition ofthe faichtu!l, co be alwayesin 
outward tronbles, wherein were they not ſapported with inward 
peace, they were of allmen , moſt miſerable. Upon this graung 
Martin Lavher, thatundanted champion of the truth, being raxed 
by the Emperour in a great Conncell, that he was the man, why 
by his Dorine had diftarbed the long continued Peace in Ger. 
many : Anſwered, that what others thought he could nottell,buc 
it rejoyced his hearc , to ſee that there wag divilions, abour, the 
word of God; for Chriſt came not to bring peace but the Sword, 
By all this it appeareth , that aseyery true beleever mult expe& 
tcibalation in this werld, ſo hee thall have peace with God , -and 


onght © have peace and communion on* with another ; Chyif | 


when ke left his Diſciples, left chem Peace for a Legaey , and a 
commandement, to love. one anather ; weare alſo frequently 


exharted, cefollow after Peace; tobee of one mind, andpre-. 


ſerve the unity of the ſpirit, in the bond of Peace. How comes it 
then about that we ſec {6 many minds, among brethren, who will 
«ll pafſe for the Diſciples ef Chy:# ; and thar from rhe diverlity 
of minds, wee ſee, ſo many rents and ſeparations, whereby the 
bond of Peaceis broken, and the ſpirits of men, dilunited! Cer- 
cainly when it commeth ſo far, it can'proceed from no orher root 
chen from our lufls , which war in our carthly members. Other- 
wiſe difference of juigement, among trac beleeyers, inthe (ig. 
eere ſcarchof trath , may well ſtand with unity of affeAions, 
without breach of Peace. For it is manifet enongh, that the true 
belcevers over thenyhele world, are not of one mind, inallthings 
that concerne Religion, and the worſhip of God. Wineſle rhe 
jeverall formes of autward worſhip, among all Nations, no leſfe 
various then theix faſhions. And this may alſo happen, among 
the fairkfull, aſwell in the ſame. as in ſeverall Nations ; nay ifwe 
confider it home, wee ſhall find, the like difference in our ſelyes, 
that ve need Bot wonder at it, in others; ror what Chriſtian is 
there, who in parſuic aud Rady for tcath, obſerverh not in biraſelf, 


deere, 


4 


d-orees, and diverſitiesof judgement ; every day teacheth kno? 
ledge this life being a time of growth, nor of perfeRtion ; never. 
thelefſe, no mav hateth himſelf, becauſehe formerly kneyy not ſo 
mach, as now he doth, but rather praiſerh God, for hauine revea- 
ledto him, a greater meaivre of know[edse by this rule , wee 
ſhould deale with others, as we do with qnr ſelves, for that 13 the 
tle of Charity. We are all Gods building, and albeir, they ray 
chaneero differ among themſelves. They are nor for that ro make 
abrezch inthe building; but in Love and\Pcace, ſuffer their 0- 
pinions, to bee tryed, by the word of God, making that the deci- 
der, zot the breeder of eontroverfies. | 
Thisbeiug premited, I will proceed co the ſubjeR, lying before 
ne, andtake my beginning, from the beginning ir {elf | 
Almighty God doing 31! his own works in order, was pleaſed 
towa! , a ſociable creature; firſt in himſelf, aflociatipg an 


earthly and heavenly nature , *that one might guide and geverne * 


theothcr ; and himſelfe receive glory frem both. Then by in« 
rafting in that compongded nature , rules of ſpirituall and hu- 
mane duty , whereby he might be fitted for a well-being, inthe 
ſociety of orhers., 

For as the conjuuGRion of flefh and ſpirit, chongh parts far dif- 
ſing 11 nature , make one men; ſothe conjundtion of many 
men, thengh of ſererall ages, compleRtions,; hamors, paflions,cal- 
lnv$and degrees, make up a common-weakh,for the good ef all, 
their remporall well-being. Even ſs likewiſe , the conjuuRti- 
mofmany ſpirits and minds of men, though difſenting in opini- 
ons;wayes and ſtrength of judgement, yet aymwing at the ſauce. 
end, by faith in Chys# , roartain ſalvation. Maketh a common 
mionor a Church, for the goed of all,in their eternall wel-being. 
Fleſh alone, nor ſpirit alone, 'cannet make a man, but the union. 
eboth, no more.cama Common- wealth by it ſejf, nor a Churgla 
by itſelf, make men temporally and eternally happy, but rhe wni- 
ly 2nd harmeny ef both. They are ſo conjoyned and inewined 
logether, that as the ſoule 18 1N the body, ſo isrhe Chnreh in the 
(ommon-yealth : fingle they cannor ſubſift, For there never was 
wrean there be, any multicnde of men, char bodied themſelves, 
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(4) 
into a Common-yealth, \viio agreed not in ſome kind of Religi. 
on ; neither can any mnltitude of mea body themſelves, into x 
Church , but they raali be {ubje& ro ſom? kind of government, 
Theſe tive cannot be ſeparated, without the ruine of both, Sepe- 
ration deflroying Society , wacrein confiflech the happineſle of 
man ; forin heaven, we: eanaor bee happy alone, nor on earth 
without fciety. -Theſe principles are written by the God of or, 
der, inthe tables of humane nacure, which are commonly called, 
che lighc or the T.aiv of nature. Butſin and time having o ſal. 
lyed that Charatter;thart ic was ſcarce legibl2 by poſterity, God 
was pleaſed to revive it againe, to his peculiar pzople ; Writing 
it, with his own finger, in Tables of flon2, to authorize and mo. 
ralize it, toall generation;, for their 950d, therela giving power 
roche Magiſtrate to take eare, for the keeping and ou"; 
of borh Tables; placing our duty ce him, berwee 

God, anJ towards our neighlonr, that hee might looke , for the 
good of man both wayes. Ourduty to G29, is contayn:d in few. 
er precepts , but more words; it ſeeming necef{iry , that God 
{ſhould explaine himſelfe, in his owncauſe,Jerving no powerto a- 
ny man, toadde or diminifh , or interpret his Lawes, but by his 
o'vn word; which made 1ſs/7s5, though he were a Law-giverin 
Iſrael, yethe wonld not judze , the gatherer offlicks uponthe 
Sabbath day, without conſalcation with the Lord. Betorethe 
written Law, evzry father ofa family was both Prieſt and Magi- 
frare, to looke to both ; an1rhe greater the family or ſoctery was 
ſo mnch higher was the Magitirate, and reverenced with more 
hononr, as being the common parent, caring for the wholeConn- 
try. This Law therefore of Nature, being the very dictate, of 
God himſelf, may not improperly be rermed a divine Law. There 
were allo otner Layes, whici God prelccibed by his ſervant Mo- 
ſes, to the people of F/r.1el, pelitieke and Inliciall Laives, for 
preſetving humane {ocicty, and governing the Common-wealri; 
and Ceremoniall Lawes, forthe outward manner and formeof 
his publike worſhip ; for pacformance whereof, he ordained di- 
hart Sacrifices and exifcen ; a] lotting maintainance forthem 

th. 
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(5) 
But when rhe time fore-2ppointed came , thar God would re- 
floce man, to that happineſle, he had dlervedly loft, by the fin of 
the firlt Adam ; h2 ſent his onely Son [e/i Chri# the ſecond An 
Jaw, in the fleſh ; who after he had mavifeſted his divine power 
cothe world, by his Doctrine and miracles, did by his laftword® 
2nthe Croſſe, and by the fir viible ceftimony of the power of his 
death finiſh and conſummate the Law , and rent from the tOp tO 
che botrome, thegaile of ſeparation ; by both declaring, the ne- 
ceſſity of types, and ceremonies, places and times of worſhip dif. 
frences of people , _y , fixed and impco- 
priated maintainance ; for any of chem, was no longer to bee 
continued {tcictly in the letter, although a- morall equity 
ſhadowed by them was to be perpetua'l. Neither did onr Saviour 
inthe con01.ution of hisEvangelicall Charch,reviveany of them, 
not ordain any ſet form of worthip, rule for goverment, or a cer- 
taired and ſpeciall maincainance for his Minitters ; bnr only re- 
paired and rellored man, to that way and manner of worſhip, 
which Adam ad in bis innoceney, preſcribing him, to {erveGod 
the Father of ſpirits, in {picit and 1n truth, without othervwiſe con- 
fining him to time, place, geſture, pcflure, or other circumſlances, 
which of their own nature, are not permanently confineable. In 
like ſort, the bleſſed Apollles, whom Chrif ſent into the world, 
topnbliſh the glad tydings of Salvation, laid no other foundati. 
on, as neceſſary thereunto,then 1e/* Chrif, and what he had laid 
"himſelf, for they were only maſter builders, on that corner ſtone 
Chrifk Jeſus. W.hat they declared to any people converted to the 
Goſpel concernine any rvle of order, abort the ontward man, or 
bis Chriftian benaviour,in publike ſervice ; it was only a tempo- 
rary adviſe, ſurable ro the times, Conn:ries, and occalions,wher. 
i» they lived; not univerlally binding to all Nations, and genera- 
tions to come. - In theic dayes, there was neither Chriftian State, 
nx Chriilian Magiſtrate,nor any publike power, to countenafice 
point the outward government of the Church; in defaulc 
W 


4 


eof, it was neceflary for them, to make ſuch orders and con- 


* 


TI 2 : : 
utions as might ſerye, for thoſe preſent times; neverthelefle, 

43 Chriſt himſelf, rook upon him, no civill avthority, ſo, cave hee 
i Fouad .- "C4 


& 


Wo (6) 
aenc; tohig Apo(lies, nor they, to the Miniflers ſucceeding.For 
when Chrift y1as required, to divide an inheritance, betwixt two 
' brothers, he asked with indignation, who had tnade him a Tudge 
er divider over them ; and when the caſe of the Inceſtuous per: 
ſon, fel! ont at Corimth , St. Paxl infiitted notemporall puniſhe 
' ment upon him, only adyiſed the brethren, that Whiles hee ({ood 
.obflinate acainſ{ all reproof, to ſhun his company, and call him 
cut of their communion , that the fame thereot, making him 
ſcnlible of his ſfinne, it might beget repentance; and makehim 
returne, tothe fellowſhip oftrue beleevers. 1 verily thinke, 
Fat if all the directions, which the Apoliles have left recordedin 
Seripture, were laid in one view together ; no man, nor mylti- 
rudes of men , how learncd ſoever could collecd, or frame out of 
them all , an exact body of Church government, in all the parts 
and Circumflancesthereof, ro bee impoſed as a divine, binding, 
infallible rule , upon all ChriRian Churches and Kingdomesr, in 
the world. Indeed&where we meer , with any Councels er cons 
{cations of the blefſeq Apollies,who were holy men;indued with 
"more immediate power, from Ch7ff, with a larger meaſure ofthe 
ſpirit of truth, and conſequently with a greater cerfainty of judg- 
ment, then any of their Minifleriall \ucceflors ; we may rely up- 
on them , and make them our patternes ; only remembring the 
dillin&tion of times, that the Apoſtolical! Church, was in infancy, 
and under perſecution, and the Engliſh, in fall growrh and domi- 


rion ; in fo much, thar inthe framing of Ecclefiaſticall orders, 


an eye and regard mull eyer bee had, tothe civill Governmenr, 
which alwayes aymeth atthe publike gocd , both of Church and 
Stare, wherein the Church is lodged. The Miniſter; doubtlefle, 
have power by their office, to adviie and infiruR, exhort andre- 


bake out of the word, in a brotherly way , bur it is as doubtleſle, - 


that che power is inthe Chriſtian Magiftrate, upon hearing their 
advice, ro conſtitute and eſtabliſh , under the natnrall netionof 
order, ſvch decrees, as upon due debate, and deliberation, they 
Sha} find mo who!ſome and agreeable co the preſent State. This 
1s alſo to be obſerved, that no man ought to take unto himſelf, the 
vitice and honour, to Miniltet for his brethren; in things pertaie- 


ing 


(7) 
ing unto God, rnfefle hee be lawfully called theremro. Chrif7 

himſelf, was ſent by the Father, and annoirred by the {piric, to his 

heavenly office ; by Chri#F , the holy Apoliles were {ent into the 

world, from whom they 112d their immediate Commitſion , and 

thebleiſed Apoltles following their pattern,did not only ſend and k/ 

zppoint Paſtors over 21l Churches in cheit preſent times ; but al» 

{oleft rules and directions, for ordainiong ail ethers, for the time 

to eome, till the worlds end. I make no quellion, but Goddoth 

jn our dayes, call and ſtirre np many to this holy office , by\varti- 

calar motions of his Spirit ; yet that exempteth not the per.ons 

focalled, from manifeſting and approving their vocation, Wo 
ding to the ries left in Scripture : where we are commanded, 2 

to try the ſpirirs of men, whither they be of God ; and the Spi- | E-. 
ries ofthe Prophets, peculiarly ſuch as are called ro the Miniflery, ; 

are ſubjeRt to the Prophets, 2s fitting ro be tryed and examined 

by them, who by long experience ; and without reproach, have %:; 
converſed in the Church, auJ diſpenced the milleries of Sal- 


- nation» 


From this brief and plaine deduttion, I ſhall lay down ſome 
em Poſitions, as groynd-lines ef the diſcourſe enſuing. 


I. That God bath by his Son, taken away all ties of neceſſity, 
or obſerving any part oy pareell of the Ceremoniall Law. . 

» That God by Chrift, hath reſtored win to that ſpiritual were 
ſtip, which Adam had is time of his Innosency. 

3 That Chriit hath wet appointed, any ſet or abſolute form of 
(Fovernment in his Church, binding to all times and Nations. 

4. That whatſoever the Apoſtles wrote concerning outward Os» 
vernment , it Was 119t, in 1ature of an univerſall Law, but only 
by way of order ard advice, anſwerable to theſe Primitive times 
and occaſions. 

5. That the Ainifters of the Church, a5 thry are Minifteys have 
1 temporall Power, Iudicature, or maintenance poſitively and 
particularly alotted then, by Chrift or his Apoſtles, but only 
mn the general , that it be ſwfficicnt and plemifull , that thereby 

they may be examples unto others of hoſpitality and geod workee, 
| learning 


(8) . 


_—_— warner and ſpecial detorm{nktia n tethiC brifian 


HMagiftrate and the Lawes of the Land. | 

6. That the Chriſtian Magiſftrate hath the kigheft powey, of op. 
dering and governing the Church of Ged,, which ss a viſible 
company, net ently of Minifters and Officers, but of all Belee. 
wirs; and s intruſted to him, forcſmuch, at the Church i in 
the Commun-wealth, and wet the Common-wealth in the 
Church, 

7. W hboſoever hath a Miſſion, te undertake the AMiniflery, ought 
firſt to find himſelf inwardly called, then undergo a lawful 
Tryall, and receive approbation, with the prayer s and beneditti. 
on of the Precbitery. 


Now concerning this great controverſie in our Common- 
wealth, about the goyernment of the Church. I ſhall from theſe 
Principles, according to the ſmall ability God hath given me, 
nnbyafſed, by any opinion or affeRion, to any kind of Goyers- 
ment, nor yet for any govetous, nor ambitious deſire or defigne is 
my ſelf, bur meerly ayming at the go0d of Gods Church andof 
my Country ; ſer down, how I conceive, our {upream Mayi- 
firace; may eflabliſh ſuch a Church government, as might pre- 
ſerve Amity among Brethren, yet not oppugne any rules Chrift 
hath left behind him, ; 

The two houſes of Parliament, have already, upon ripedeli- 
beratioD, paſſed an Ordinance for a Presbyteriall government, 
with all the limitations thereof : Which government I am vetl- 
ly p-xſwaded ; ifitbe duly executed, will prove the beft Modert- 
tor, berivixt diſſenting Brethren, For it 1s ſuch a government, 
as taketh away the ill and exorbitance of any other, reſerving 
that which is good inthem , and ſo much the better it ougut to 
be liked ; becauſe it dilliketh thoſe parties that oppoſe it; for 
ſurely hee is efleemed the beſt and moft unparriall Moderator, 
who in reconciling parties in ſuch indifferences. diſpleaſeth them 
a!l!; yet if this gOvernment, may not have ſo muchas an Vm- 
Pires power, to conlirain obedience ; or elſe putteth not, thit 


Power in Practiſe ; then it will be vilified, and of no = 
of ere- 
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Fherefdre that it By net prove a dead alcie(le letter, IT doe fight 


conceive, that it ſhonld be eftablifhed with Penalties, aud put in 
-eſept execution, and raade poſrive ; without allowing 8 linf« 
red tiene unto it for approbation. For withour that, it may be al« 
teced in Whole of in part, at the Judgement of the Makers ; bz 
with that, 1 would leave eyery may, doubtfn!l and indifferenc, 
which will leflen or take aryay, the true value, and operation 
of it- 
1a the next place, I conceire,as an cipeciail wheel.of this mti- 
on;and a irong fortificaticn of theGovernment ; that care be ta< 
kenta keep and inconrage the Minifers of the word , ins perpe- 
tall and conflant pradtiſe, of their Funion ; and ro remave all 
eccaſions, which might any way divert thera , from cheix holy 
callin . 7 | 
Hop ſoever it comes about, I krow not, bur certain it is,that fi. 
thence , the Church was poyſoned, with a temporal revenue and 
carnall eftimation,given toMinifters, for their maſlers ſake; Pride 


and covetouinefie, havepredominated-amongd them ; who have 


bis, and ever will bee ; the rodts of much evill, and combuſtiong 
inthoſe States and Churches, where they have had any power; ſ@ 
facre as forgetting theieealling, and the patterne of Chri/#, they 


| aveever bin 6bierred, for the maintenance of their ſecular powp 


and greatne fle, t© bee the chiefe hinderers ofReformation. 36rke 
purity and humility ofthe Goſpeil ; knowing ir mult firſt begin 
a themſelves, Thereioce for the roeting ent and preventins ame 
bition among them, it might zee good £o rake away thoſe titles of 
ſeparation and diviftion, which have had their original! from Fowes 
Asto be ealled Clergy , as if they were holy and the people pre- 


 phane; or Divines, asifthey were all heavenly, and mot formed, 


ofthe ſame earth , with the people; eertainiy they cal have ng 
kigherritle, then to be called Miniflers of the Ge{pell ; bringin 
from Godto-man , the #ladtyding3 of reeenciliatian anl Peacrs 
For place and dignities,theyareeither Officiall, hich are already 
taken away 3 or Perioaall, which hon}4 be left, to the yolumary 
dicretien of every man; for if in namility, they firive ra ge b&= 
hind all men it place, and heſace them iD goodnedie, ihe peap's 
> "ili 


(ro) 
will be ready fogive, eventheir eyes, inteflimony ef rheic1sys 
and cHimation of cazm, I ſhall forbeare in his place to ſer down 
particularly, hay Coveruouſneſſe may b2e alſo removed from the 
Miniltery ; becauſe the remedy chereot, as of many orher thingy 
conducing tothe 2004 of the Church ; how Religion may bee 
kept and perpetuarel in crach an purity ; freed from che danger 
ofrelapiing to Popery; how the Miniſters may he for ever pro. 
vided wich a plentifall maintenanze oyer all the KingJome , how 
cheir Widawes anJ Ocphans, ( if thereb2 acel ) may v3 relieve 
ed, are already plainly and largely laid down, 1n another Treariſe, 
by a well-wilher, to rhe Peace ofour Sion ; whieh wayteth on- 
ly for a fir occalion to Hee produce4, Wherein no ne chargeis 
laid apon tie people ; bur only part ofthe pians donationrofonr 
Anceſtors to the Charch, an1 9524 ulcs, are revxifyed aud 
reduecd. 

Tais being dy91e, it may then (22m: neceſlary , (9 to hedge 
ana defend chis @oyerament , held forch by Parliament ; that it 
may neitherceceive damage. from Enemies Vithour, noc be un- 
e'acitably torne an\l thatreced, by Schiſmes and opinions within, 

Ic hath pleaſed G34 1» micacaloally to bleſſe rhis Kingdome; 
that we havethrown off the.yoke of Rews, which neicher we nor 
our Fathers could bear. The Pope, and the Biſhops, the head, 

and chetayle, arc ſent back trom whence they eame. The gap 
which they had made, is by Gois goodn2s, and care of this Par- 
liament, filled up, with a mederate Presbyrteriall government, 
ſufficiently afmed co keep out rhe wild Boare, that deftroyed our 
Vineyard , and that common imylatable enemy from retarning. 
Buc thereare ſome little Foxes yer among us , thatearth in our 
ground , and annoy our Vineyard, andy ccaft or radeneſle, 


weaknefle or wiltuluefſe, bring (candals upon our holy-profeſſion. | 


That therefore; our Church may injoy her peace, and bee onely 
- Militant againl{ fin and Satan. The Magiftracie mufl take exre, 
co preſerve it from diſturbance. As the preſent conjunRure of 
our Church flandeth; they who ſeeme moſt ro diſtall or oppoſe 
this kind of government, are known amoneft ns, by the name of 


&:Fencting Breehren; hich arc of two ſorts. Rigid Pregbyterians, 


and 
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fadependants. 1 know not, how ror by wheem theſe naw es were 
invented, but 1 make uſe ofthem , as current retmes , by which 
they are diflinguiſhed. Thcrgh indeed, in one ſeewine regard, 
diſclaiming as ſome ſay the power of the Magiltrate, they are 
both Independants , in eftect ; for ſo they both weuld hang on 
their own hinges, nor have any other judge of their Religious ac- 
tions, but ihemſelves; e thing wholly inconſiſtent with our ciyjl 
Governmen.t Oftthe rigid Presbyterians,we may account, as of 
zounger brethren , men ard minds reerer a kin toours : yet ra. 
ther ayming to inveſt theme jxes, with Will ard Poyer, then, in 
tomility ſubmit tothe Ox#ir@nces of the Megiftrate , whois the 
Ordinance of God. AhCy ſeem to bee ſo greedy of this abſo- 
lucexewer. over the gftions and Conſciences of men, that rather 
then wart it, they will derive ttcir right frem Jeſu Chyrft, ma- 
king it /nre drvenoto beintiemſelves. This was alſothe Biſhops 
claire, and theſe brethren ſeem to ſet vp, Epiſcepacy diſguiſed ; 
for they drive at the ſame ends, ſhurning to givean account of 


theiraQtions tothe ſupreame Magiſtrate, and {ubjeRting a!l men, 


104 ſeperated government of their own erection ; but becauſe I 
have already ſhown, that no ſuch divine ſanCtion, ratifyed by Chrif 
orhis Apeſtles,can bc found, inthe records of holy Scripture; and 
1 ſhall hereafter prove more at large, that this pretence, directly 
croſſerh , and ſupplanteth the Orginance and obedience of the ci- 
vill Maeiſtrate, which are indeed Jare divine. I ſhall defire theſe 
cur brethren, at their leyſmre, to let us know, whither Chriſt d'd 
exer zppoint any thing to bee univerſally received juFe divine, | 
Which was not neceſſary to {alyation ; and whitber lawfull obe- 
dienee ro the Magiflrate in outward government of the Church, 
neither adding nor diminifhing from the precepts of C:rift , ne. 
ceſſary to {alvation ; be an impediment thereunto, or prejudice to 
any mans Conſcience.) In the meane time, be they intreared, in 
the fearc of God, and by the love of brethren, to jay aſide theſe un- 
eronnded opinions, and prefer the Peaee and Unity of the Chureh, 
before any needlefle diiputes , which way breed a ruprure in the 
Common- wealth. The other ſort called Independants, goe a de- 
wee further, molt ofthem refuſing to mingle withus, inthe Or- 
C 2 nances 
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they, are daſired to ſhere their reaſons, their ſRrongel? plea is, that 
ſolong, as they are not convinced in their julgement, they ought 


not, to bee conſtcainediarhiic Conſcience, nor forced, to affett 


to that, which they diſapprove ; Aud this indeed i8 20 unhrotherly 
plea, bar ſore ſay they (tay nor there, requiring farther's liberty 
of Conſcience, not only to be ſa3je , or not ſubjeX;: to the ſaid 
Government, but to have alle a toleration, to ſer mp another go. 
yernment againf it, under the {ame authority, that diſallowes it, 
telling us that wee ought n5:, £2 bruiſe the broken red, mir quenth 
the ſor04%jng Flax, nor offend our weale brethren , forwhom 
Chriff dyed. : nd 

"Whether this bee ( as ſome ſay ) only a popular flag, racallin 
mylticudes, corae Standard of liberty or not, I ſhallbeſtoiy air. 


tle time , to ſearch and lift, this point to the Bran : and forthe | 


more orderly clecring thereof, Iwilliay down, as I haye fore 
mecly done, ſome few aflertions whieh Fpreſume ,- will net bee 
denyed, oncither fide; the opening whereof , will diſcoverthe 
hw” wee ſeek for, and make the objeRions , chat ovſgureir, 
Fanlllns Is ; 


I. That the'nature of Conſcience is ſo free init {clfe , that it 


canmot be conſtrained , by any Power of MAN: | 

2» That there is n2 Rele, to bind the Conſcience , but oxely the 
infallible word of Sod. | T 

| 3+ That the Chriſftia» Magiſtrate judging and decreving by 
that Rale, onght to be obeyed, for Conſcience ſakg. 


Oc the firft pointe, ir will net be amiſle co loske into chens-« 
ture of Liberty, and then of Conſcience, frem vwhenee will 
appeare the uncenſiraincdacile thereof. Liberty in generall 15 
a faculty oftne Will, whereby ic is eoabled co accept or refuſe 


any medium or obje& repreſented. co it as condugible to itgend: | 
This Liberty is raken divers wayes ; there is & Naturall,a Civil 


and a Supematurall or Divine. Natarall Liberty wherein we 
Arc borge, is a faculty of willing an nilling, flying oc follew- 
lj | ing, 


_ 
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"chafing otrofbling , doing or nor doing any thing in order 
tothe contervation of a _naturall State. The ſubject thereof is 
properly the W111, and the objeSts good or evil in order to pre- 
ſervation. Civiil liberty is a freedom? which we exerciſe nnder 


| rheconflicutions of ſome Politicall ſociety. The Naturall liberty 


of every particular man, would bee the greateſt ſervitude of all. 
Hence happily wee have Leges 4 /1gands, which doe not permit us 
theroving liberty of Nature, to chosſe or refaſe, doe or not doe 
what naturally we jlift. The Will cannot be conſtrained in rhe 
z& of willing { for it were a contradition to will awwillingly) 
but by a Civill power ic may bee reſtrained from the effeCt in 
ſome penalty preſcribed. Ir's ro be abſeryed, thac this Civill 1i. 

in ſome reſpects, is both larger and warrower then the 
Natural! : Ic is larger, becauſe ina Civill eonflicution rhe pre- 
ſeryation of all men 15 better cantion'd-and cared for 1 And ir 
#narrower, bscauſe many things which wee might all naturally 
doe, are reftrained by the lawes of Society. 

Here is therefore a Liberey, but till ander ſome power coer- 
ive, or cather corrective of Natucall liberry : So that wee may 
well ay, when a man is releaſed ont of Prion hee is ſet at liber- 
ty, though he be ill ander the Civilltye of che Law ; and when 
be hach payed his debts, that hee is freed of his bends , yet fo as 
alwayes to be bound with thoſe of civill Sociery : And becauſe 
neareexempted from the will and tyranny of the Prince, wee 
are called Pree-men, having the liberty and proce&tion of our 


| Lawes, though otherwiſe, they bind us toebedience + In this 


place all kind of Diſpentations, Pardons, releaſments, abſolnt- 
ons, exemptions and the like ; are ſaid to give us a Civill liberty, 
bytaking of ſeme reflraint. Supernaturall liverty, 1s the refti- 
tution from Naturall ſervitude ; for pure nature, wherein Man 


{ magcreated, had a perfe& Liberty ; but natnre eorrupred by fin, 


- into ſlavery ; trom whence, it can onely bee reflored by 

Ces 
Conſcience, is a faculty of the Soule, whieh fittech in the throne, 
and hath.a ſuperincendency, and dominion over the whole man ; 
Ut were a Lieutenant deputy, under God. Nething eſcapetk 
; C 3 the 
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e Cevrt of Cenſcierce : hither are bronghe the ertonrt of the 


Vrderſtanding, the depravaticns ofthe Will, the trmplts of the 
Afﬀe&ions, the diflempers of the Mind, the diſorders of theBg. 
dy, to receive their doom, to be approved or difapproved, con» 
demned or acquitted. She is furniſhed with all things, concur. 
ring to judgement ; She hath right to accule, credir to witneſſe, 
power to judge ; in her, cheſe things arc nor incompatible, 
When ſhe accuſeth, you cannot implead her, for her bill 1s 


in law. When ſhee witneſſeth, you cannot diſprove her, for the - 


was preſent at the fact; when ſhe judgeth, you cannot appeal 
from her, for there is no higher power on earth. Therefore let 
ns take the Conſcience of man, eyther in his ellate corrvpred, ot 


regenerated; we ſee all humain Power is below , and conſe- 


quently can have no power to confirain her. As the ſight, cannot 
be forced, te diſcern that cloth black, whieh is white ; nor the 
eaſt, to judge honey, bitter, which is ſweet; no more can the 
Conſcience be any way compelled , toallow that which ſhe eoms 
demneth , or condemn that which ſhe allowerh. Therebeerwo 
enincs, commonly made uſe of , to batrer the Conſciences of 
men; Sophiſtication, and Perſcention, firi'roenſnare men, 
with deceitfull ſhewes, and argnments; then if chat will not 
ſerye, to fright and terrifie men, —— and tof- 
ments ; theſerwo, are exquiſitely planted, #nd practiſed, inthe 
kingdome of Antichriſt , by that old Engineere of all milchiele, 
the Divell. Where the Ieſuits and other Emiſlaries, docome 
paſſe Sea and Land, and are ſent abroad , like Frogs andLe- 
culis, ro ſeduce and caprivate poore Proſelires, making them 
ſcaven times mere, the children of the Deyill ; And the 


Inquitition, that Court of darkerefſe, and antichamber of 


Hell. is ſet vp, as a chicf piller of Popedome, to tortnre meds 
bodies, and rack their Coniciences, and drive men tO 
and deſperation. Yet all this, can goe no farther, then to 
force and afflit , and kill the body , but the Conſcience All 
crinupheth,, ſhee is free ; though the hands bee bound, and the 
feer be fettered;; this was well known,» by that copflan Mat- 
tir who ftapdout , the brant'of both, — | | 
Diſpt- 
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Di/pntare non poſſuns mori poſſumss 


' Difpate I cannot, bur I can Dye : and fo refate both 


your Argaments, anl your torments. Death is the utter. 


moſt, that the p2werand maliceof Man can doe; and no 
may, bur heemay itne will, aswelldye with a free Cenſci. 
ence, as live" 1t. Bur ſom2man may ſay; haye not many 


| forfeate of death or diſgrace, renowncedche Trarh , as2inft 


their Conſcience? Many have inde24, bat in doing thereof, 
they have rather defeJtheic Conſcience , then forced it, for 
Rill itis ch{ir oWn yoluntary aR, jaſging by a falſe, erronious 
lihs, char it 15 Herter forthem , to forlake Chrif, then to 
of: their efates, honours, or their lives 2: and char it is their 
oynat ; apyeareth , by the puniſhment , which the jultice 
of God , will lay upsn them, for their own fin ; and nor for 
the lin of others, who weat abouc to 6o1train them. 

2 Nevecthelefle, the Conſcience fitterh like a Pucene, 
inthe ſoule of man, commmiiny over all, and ancontrou[- 
edby any humane 29wver. Yer (hee vaileth and ſubaitreth 
tothehigher Powers , of God and his word , by which ſhe 
ſanderta bound , to give full obedience, under the fearfall 
pralties, of Rebeliion and fin. The reaſon is, becauſe the 
word of God is infallible , butthe word of man , yery decelt- 
fall; any thing propounded without the word of God, mun- 
leffe it bee demonſtrative in it ſelfe, is ſabje&X& to Errour, 
though it bee never {o well meant. Bur when the Conſci- 
ence, findeth in the word, a bortome, to fix, and to ſtand up- 
on, ſhee judgeth ir, needleiſe any longer, to balror hold 
off ; ro doubr , or diſpnte , but ſhutreth her eyes , and be- 
levetn. The Conftcience of her ſelfe, hath in every man, 
anaturall hight, chough it bee but dimand clouded , this 
was never quite extingniſhed , by the fall. By which divers 
Peoples and Nations, who never heard of eſa ChrifF, 
tor had any glimpſe of the light of his word, have bin 
bletodiſcerve , not onely the trath of natural] things , but 
alſo groped after ſupernaturall; acknewledginga G O - 
-} 


018) 
by his werkes , thongh not knowing , how U Workhly 
<A by his Word ; = by the rene of thus lieke, 
they have attained, to many excellent merall Preg 

for the planting of vertuc, inthe hearts of men, and 
admirable Lawes and Copflirutions , for the governmeny 
of them, in Societies and Statutes. Whereef many of 
them in both kinds , have been ratifyed and approvedby 
the light of the Word revealed. Which plainely declareth 
wnto ws, that the naturall light ef Canſcience, 43 « beame, 
and remainder, of that divine light, which was at fir 
infuſed into our Natures , afterwards obſcured, by diſobe, 
dience ; and againe .ceflored by Regeneration , in the 
ſoules of all true believers. All light wee know , tranfſmir. 
reth , and diſpureth it ſelfe , Ad meduns revigienty., toths 
capacity of the geeeiver. It leaveth Rone Wals in darknefly, 
bur ſhadeth it ſelf, thocow glaſſe-windowes. 

Now, tranſparent bodies, are like illuminated ſoules, where 
Teſs Chriff , the light of the World emtercth, yhare is 
light indeed ; there the Conſciences of men, are ſaalres» 
dy cnligarened,, that they can judge ofall things, andary 
judged of nothing, foraſmuch , as they ſwerye not from 
rhe touchfioge of judgement, the wordof G O BD, Now 
ifany ſballfay, thatthe word of G OD isealleda Lawof 
liberty, rather freeing, then binding us up. 1 anſwer; 
chat itis, truly ſo called, becauſe it freethus, from the 
bondage of Sinne, the ſervitude of Luſt, and captivity 
of Satan ; Burt by the {ame reaſon. that it celeaſeth 


us, from {irne, itbiudeth us to obedience, and to ths . 


ferviceof GOD , which is perfe&t freedome, Therei8l 
friendly way in the converſation of men; to bind thoſe, 
who keepe a loole governance , 
hurrfull rhings; ſome from Wine, ſome from fruit, 
ſame from eanwholiome foede, to which they have 
an jrregalar appetite; Such is the ſingular love of 
GOD towards us, to tye vp , by the Law of W 


Word , our unruly and inordinate App 
iN 


of themlelves , from | 


con a Dm y_= = A ASD oQCCÞOS = =o - mk, - 2 ani as to ==: 0.0 co 


a > SF= £, mp, ==, .&, ty | my 


SE 


SBSSS8 


of 


"FFES8BT2o855 


(17) 


from the purſuic of (infull and unlawfull things, which weuld 
prove our poyſon, and perdition, in which regard we have grear 
cauſe, to rejoyce in theſe bongs ; which are nor irons of impri- 
ſoxment, bur bonds of perfetion; retaining and with holding us, 
from relapſing into (in, and leading of us, into the glorious liber. 

ofthe Sonnes of God, in theſe bones there is no conliraing, for 

od hizaſelfe who made us, by his word, and can diffolye us, at 
his pleaſure, will nor uſe his power to conltraine us; he delight. 
eth notin a forced worſhip, but onely obligeth us ro a willing 
obedience, by ſetting of us free. 

3. The conſcience therefore, unconftrained in it (elf, yer tyed 
up by the word Randeth bound, to obey theſe lawes and decrees: 
ofthe Magiſtrate, which are made by the light and the rule there- 
of, for the voice of the Magiſtrate ſpeaking according ro Gods 
word is like the voice of God among men, where Gol hath ſpo- 
ken clearly and expreſly to the ſpirit andconſcience of man there 
peed no other lawes, but his owne, and fo he hath done, in all 


* matters, that concerne the ſubſtance of his owne vworthip, or our 


Galyation, bu in ſuch-chings, which he hath not pun&ually derer- 
mined, onely left them wrapped up in generall precepts ; it be- 
hoyeth usto learne from his deputics upon earth asking councell 


"of the Lord what his mind/and pleaſure is, and ſuch for the moſt 


part, are the outward rites, formes,and circumfiances of his E- 
waugelicall worſhip, theſe things fall within the compaſle ef or- 
grand decency, which are rather civill notions then deyine, yer 
a Armies in the field, eafily fall into a rout, not well arrayed, 
ſafſemblies in the Church, and Churches in the Gommon- 
wealth proye bur rude, and tumulruous meetirg, if they be: nor 
decently ordered, a lute or violl is ſeen plaid upon; bur there is. 
much adoe, ro tune many inftruments, into one conſort ; private 


_ Chriftians may diſpoſe of themſelyes, in their owne hou!es, bur 


when they meer, in a pnblike body, they muſt be tuned by the. 
publike Magiſtrate ; the world wonld never have ood, without 
focteties, nor can ſocieties hold without government, neither 
can there be any government where ſome rule nor, and ſome 0. 
bey, all the cueſtion is, ro ſer due limits and bounds co the civill, 

D ' £overnment; 
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government z wherein conceive, that there is the feife, the 
{amemeaſure, berwixe the Magiſtrate and the conſcience, for 2s 
rhEwordof Gol binderh'the confcience ro obey, fo it preſeri. 
bech,che Magiſtrate to governe; orheryue tt, as the high Prieſt 
forbad the Apoſtles, to reach inthe name of Jeſus; {© the Magi 
ftrare ſhall impoſe any thing upon the: people, contrary ro di- 
vine lawy, or the word revealed, the cafe 1s plain, that we ought 
co obey GoJ rarher then men. «3140 £ 
' Theſe rubbs rhus remooved 11 our way, FT ſhall proceed; to 
the ſolving offuchobjeRtions, as are commonly made by theſe 
brethren, that challenge a liberty and'exemprton from this lay. 
fult obedrence. | 
7. Firſt, they build upon onr owne gronnd; alledging, tha 
fnce the nature of conſcience, is fo free and voluntary 1n it feif 
it muſt needs be, a mamfeſt yiolation of her freedome to con» 
Rraine her, by laws, or penalties, or impofitions of men. To 


which I anſwer, that we mult remember to pur a difference, be- 


rivixt the conſtraint, and the reftraine of mens conſciences, no 
law nor power of man, . can conftraine the conſcience, in her-yo-- 
luntary aR; to goe againſt her owne light, or approve thar 
which ſhe condemnerh, or ſay ro her ſelf, conſcience, I te; no, 
the may and onghr, rather to ſaffer, then rndergoe' fuch a con- 
ftrainr, but the Jawes of man; may ſo farre,'reſtratt their liber-. 
ve that ſhe produce not rhe act, ofher private. ſence ard free. 

ome, into hurtfull effets, ſuch as may endanser -and diſturbs 
our chriftian and publike peace, rt hath bin alwates obteryed, 
chat ir is as natural! and appetitions for error, to beger error, & 
opinion,to ſpread opinion ; as for one kind, to generape and mul- 
tiply the ſame, inſomuch, when ar-errontous conſcience,will not: 
be limired ncr contained within it ſelf, it may and ought to he: 
refjrained and inhibited from infeRing others, and diſperſing the. 
comagion. 

2. Secondly, it may be againe objected, that although ir be 


granted, nothing can bind rhe conicience, bur the pure word of 


God, yet forafmuch, as no word of Scrirture is produced, ex- 
preſly confirming this from of polity and Presbyterian govern- 
ment : 


= 
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ment, which we are cammanded ro obey ; it will plainly follow; 
char che conſciences of men, are therein left unto heir liberty» 
To give afull anſwer hereunto, it would be neceſſary ro take 
theframe of this government in pieces. as the Levites did the 
Tabernacle, when they remoyed their Tents, and then bring ir 
piece by piece, to the light of Gods ward, to ſee-what is thereby 
confirmed, and what unfirmed ; Bur becauſe this is already done 
by divers worthy brethren, of the A ſhall ferbeare r@ 
inſert, their volumes, into theſe fey theers, aud ſhall onely ſay, 
that this kind of government, 1s either expreſly, or by good 
conſequence included, and allowed by the Scripture, as not -re- 
puznant tO it in any thing : Of the Presbytery it ſelte, where the 
government is inherenc, I heare no queſtion made, but that it is 
expreſly mentioned inthe Scripture, the main doubt and diffe= 
rence is, whicher it be Independent, in particular Ccn2regations, 
{abordinzte to Synods and Ailembli2s, as the urgncies and ec- 
caſions of the Church may require ; Thoſe Brethren, that main. 
tain Independency of fingle Congregations Rand upon a ground, 
feeble and unfirm, ſaying that inthe Apoſtles time, there were ne 
other Churches, bur onely congregationall, in which alone, all 
government vas confined. This affertion will hold-no further 
true, then-in ſuch Churches as were gathered whiles Chrilt was 
on earth 2 then indeed we may conceive, ther the firſt Eyan- 
gelicall Church, confiltedin the congregation of the Apoliles, 
and afterwards of the Diſciples z bur when Chriſt aſcended inte 
heaven, andthe holy Ghott deſcended -upan earch, we ſhall find, 


that wherr the multitude of belteyersincreated fo -much/in 'feve- 


rall Cretes, as CC INESenN nor containthem ; their 
manner was £o-diftribure themſelves intodeverall meetings, ac- 
rotdinp ro the. commodity of rhetr -habitations in the ard Ci- 


"ties, or- elſe as 1t-might-moſt fand witth their ſafery.. Now 
-tfApoRiles rhemſelves,andxheir coadjirors th'Brangeliſts and 
other Founders of Churchesnnder them; rid -afvally :contticuce 
 and'ordain Elders in every City, but natimerery Congregariam, 


who had power inc onand.colle;gially rozeach and govenn 


hat 
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Thus we read of the Elders of Hiernſa/em, of Anicchia, of Ec 

xs, of Corinth, of Phulipps, and many mo, where the num. 

s of the faichfull were-inlarged. Whereby 1t appeareth, thar 
in the Apoſtles times, and the times ſucceeding, thoſe primitiye 
Churches. were Ciry Churches, conlifting of divers Congregas 
tions, and not congregationall, as is pretended, Independene 
within them(elves. True it is, the —_— church was commonly 
independent within it {elfe, but thereof the reaſon was, becauſe 
the Cities in their civill policy, were free and unſubjeRed; other. 
wiſe the government of the City Church, reached as farre as 
the juriſdition of the City. If all this be true, as it is made 
mott evident, by the unparrall ſearchers of Antiquity, we may 
herein obſerye a pattern, though not a precept for the ſubori. 
nation of Churches; for if in the Apoſtles time, a City church 
conſifted of many congregations, by the ſame proportion, accor. 
ding to the increaſe of Beleevers, a Provinciall Church, may 
coniilt of many Cities, and a Nationall Church of many Proyin- 
ces, and the Catholick Church of many Nations ; the [owelt 
Rep was laid by the Apoſtles, the highelt ſtep is a point of our 
belief, and from the loweſt to the highelt, there is no paſſagebut 
by gradarions, which is the ſca'e of that government, now held 
forth by Parliament. Bur to this may be replyed;; All this, that 
you ſay, is but conjeRurall, and that hath no power ro bind the 


conſcience, which mutt have a word infallible to reft upon.. To 


'this I anſiver, That for the ſubſtance of this government, wee 
have the irfallible word of God, whereof neither parc doubteth; 
for the frame and circumfiances thereof, we have allo- the, word: 
of man as infallible, as mans can be, for chat we may take npon- 
good trult, ro be morally infallible, which proceeds from. men, 
who neither deceive, nor are deceived. Now I ſuppoſe, that the 
Parliament hath ſo fully declared, their fincerity, and diſcharged 
their eruſt, in eſtabliſhing this government, that the moſt oppo- 
fire thereunto cannot admir of ſuch an unyortchy thought, as.if 
they intended ro impoſe any goyernment-upon-the people, which 
in conſcience, they rhought not moſt agreeable ro Gods word; 
« which as itcleareth them, from the leatt ſuſpicion mas * 
0 


(22) 
foit isalſo manifelt, that they have uſed the beſt, and mot ap- 
royed means allowed to mortall man, not to be deceived; For 
1n this waighty worke they have begun, with the invocation of 
Gods infal.tble Spirir, which 1s the Auchor and leader into all 
truthy and have aſſembled Learned and religious men of the ho- 
ly calling, ro encer into free, deliberation, and debate, of that 
Lind of Church-government, which they ſhou'd tind moſt con- 
ſonanc to Gods word; andit afterall this, we can imagine they 
have erredTh their decrees ; How can we, without preſumption, 
conceive the judgement of any private men to be more. infalii- 
ble, Now if any ſhall think that this kind of government in eve= 
ry part thereofts eſtabliſhed, iyith ſuch a perperuall decree, that 
itcan never be changed ; We mui? know that many thir gi way 
'beinfalfibly crve, yer nor alwayes neceffary to be contnneds 
'True in che Author of truth, andcrue in the rreans of rruch, and 
yer may be laid ds when they are no lorg-r utetull for edihca- 
tion, an example hereof, we may ſe in the ceremoniall Law, 
which being appointed by God himfeite, no man. \vill doube, bur 
itwasinfallibly true, and being aboliſhed by the ſame power thar 
ordained it, no man need doubr, bur that it was Jultly remoyed. 
Ifallibility doth nor alwayes inferre immutability. Things are 
' not onely continued for their truth, bur alſofor their goodneſle, 
and fitnefle, and applicablenefle to preſent uſe. . So long as the 
' Ceremoniall Law, was to indure, it was cf divine infallibility, 
needfull fer the Church of the Jewes, and during that time, im- 
mutable, by any power bur divine - but when the Evangelicall 
Law ſucceeded, which by fulfilling, ended the Ceremoniall ; the 
worſhip of God became more ſpirituall, leaving the decencies, 
"cirenmPances, and outward manner, to the huwane infallibilicy 
ofthe Magiltrace, ſet in authortiy by God, whoſe decrees in ſuck 


| matters, are uxchangeable by any inferiour power, yet alterable 


' by the ſame power that decreed them, 

Moreover the Papiſts objeR againſt our dotrite that before Zu 
Ihey it was not known inthy world,and the PrelategobjeR again!” 
Our diſcipline, that before Ca/vIn ic was never known : by botl. 
Vith aſperfions, they think co diſgrace our doRrine, andour diſci 

| LEES _ 
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. pline, putting upon them the ſtamp of noveley, as though they were 

but inventions. of men. But as our doArine hath been ſufficient! 
aſſerted againſt their calumnies, to be the very doArine of the foirit 
of God,Jeft & recorded in the holy Scriptuces. So it is alſo plaingthat 
this gevernment of Gods Church, by the Presbytery was known 
and pradtiſed in the world, before cither Popery or Prelaty was 
in being, both which are indeed novelties, and the very fpamn of 
corrupted raen. Ir is clearly demonſtrated from the boſome of An» 
tiquiry z That the Apoſtles and Evangelifts knowingfthe mind of 
' ChriP;1id in all Cities and places where they colle&ed Churches, 
ordain a Colledge of Preſbyrers called the Presbytery, with-equill 
_ power to feed and govern the (ame, This form of government conti= 
nued in the Primitive Chatch about 1 goo yeares in puritie, and pe. 
rity, Afterwards by pridey and contention. of the leaders, Biſhops 
were ſet up above Presbyters, and when that equalicy was one: 
broken chere wasno tp. Then Metropolicans were put above Ri- 
fhop> and Patriarks aboye Mecropolicans, and at the laſt where» 


unto all tended, they brought forth char man offin, or ſon of perdi» - 


tion the Pope, who perked above all z and hathever fince contrary 


totherulesof Chritt andhis Apoſiles, maintained by fraud fare, and | 


blood, a prodigious tyrannic and oppreſſion in che Church, But 
there is one teftimony more, which we can produce, as a cleare light 
out of the yery darknefſe, and dungeon of popery, when there wa 
no day of knowledpe in the Chriſtian world, bur: all was over 

' fpread with Antichrittian crrory.and that was about 500 yeares2g9, 
- When God moved Faldoa Citizen of Ziows to diſcover-the impo- 
ftures of 'the popiſh Church, who drawing aftct tiim.many dif 
les were perſecuted by the bloody Synagogue,and: driven; fremgie 
nooks of men, into mountains amorig beaſts, which they found ld 
ſavage then their own kind, there chey multiplied inte many Can- 
repations, and ſpreadingchemſclves into divers-placoe,. were-caljed 
by divers names. Then chey found- ic neceſſary that;theyworthip)e! 
God might be perfe& among them, toieliablifh x dijciplincadd go- 
vernment over all their Churches, In iwhich deliberation they fud 
no patternto follow, no ſteps to tread in;no he{ps from! fories orre 


eords of antiquity, which were all deſtroyed: or ,corrmpeed- he 
onely 
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onely guide, atd lighe codireR them was the word of God, which 
fe world-was never able to extinguiſh, and; by his divinepower 
waspreſerved among'them. There they ſought, and thexe they found 
the orm-of theirdiſciplinve, and. what was: no-other then 
FArcobyterian 5 every Congregation governed by PaltarsiBlderg 2nd: - 
Pracons; and'as occaſion required by # combinatichuÞ chem mo- 
gynods, Councelly and Aſſemblies. Now if this way wes practiſed 
among them wherein they were onely led by divine Hghe. How 
jib dv ſome deſpiſe it as a novelty, others reje& it as a humane 
ordinance, When'as our own age alſo, ſearching in the ſame holy 
monuments hath pitched upon the ſame diſcipline; as in them held 
forth co the Churches of God, Me thinks this would move the (pi- 
rtsof meek 2nd ſanftified men nor to be wiſe above ſobriety, nor 
cotteft apainſt ſuch a cloud of witneſſes, For if the Primitive Apo- 
dolicall times 5 the middle. age of the Church under perſecution,and 


nowthe laft generations wherein' we live, have all by che light of 


Gods word,zttd guidance of his fpiric,cancurred in one and the ſame 


| difipline. Why (bould ;any combine againſt it, or ſuſfer them- 


ſifyes to be perſwaded rather to diſturb the peace and unicyof Go1s 
Churches, then yield a Chriſtian conformity thereunco. 

3 ButagaivRt this power of the Magiſtrate, it may be further ob= 
jeted, tharalthgugh power be given himy over} the bodies and e- 
fates, and outward adjun&s of men ; yer the conſcience is:the pe 
culiar Court of God, wherein man hath nothing to do, bur by in- 
rufion ; ' when the body liesin priſon, the Judge by a habeas corpms 


 eanremoyeit, bur when the conſcience is under bond, no Judge ean 


da habeas conſcientiam,to deliver ir, and having no power to re- 
like, he can have none to bind it, Hereunto T anſwer, that the Ma- 
giſtrare prerendeth not to take power upon himfelf, as a man c- 
quall to his brethren, but the power he hath is derived from the ſu- 
prears power, which he holdzth by Conmiſhon from God. His 
Office is the Ocdinanee of GoJ, and his poryer is o:dtined of God, 
and fo long as he rulerh for good, aiming art the publick order and 


edification of the Church, we read that of neceſſity he muſt be obey -- 


ed; a double neceſſiry both for fear of bodily puniſhmeng, God 
having put into-the Magiſtrates hand-a ſword of juflice, which he 
hath 


(24) 


hath not done inco the Miniſters ; as alſo for conſcience ſake, and + 


fear of divine puniſhment, for mea chat make no conſcience ofbreg« 
king che precepts of G od ſhall cercainly not go unpuniſhed; conf. 
ence cherefore yicl ling ſometimes in lawfall as well as i ablolute 
neceſſazy things, chis obedience to the Magiſtrate, is act bouad by 
the will of the: Magiſtrate, but by the word of God himfelf, which, 
expreſly commandech us ro obey theMagiſtrate for conſcience (ake; 
buc we no where find that for conſcience ſake in ſuch things we 
fhould difobey him, If any reply chat if all this colle& ſpo* 
ken co maintain che poier of the magiſtrate is no mere then was 
before allodged, in the times of Epiſcopall Prelacy ; who by givin 
credieto the Magiſtrate, and the Magiſtrate to their cauſe impoſ 
and injoyned what they pleaſed in Gods worſhip, and government 
of the Church, I confefle indecd that they argued very ſtrongly for- 
upholding the authority of the Magiſtrate, fo farre, chat by exalcing 
his will,they diminiſhed his power, but leaving them in theirex- 
cefſe, I anſwer, that if their government had been as good as their 
argument, or had they ftuck as cloſe to the word af God, in frami 
their Cannons and injunRions, as they did in aſſerting the lawfi 
power of the Magiſtrate, no man could have juſtly been grieyed 
in cenſcience, but their goyernment being bad in it ſelf, could not 
be bectered by the goodneffe of the argument, Burt ic may berejoy- 
ned again, that for all this, the Scripture doth no where appoint or 
.coffirm this Presbyceriall government, as it is held forth and eſta» 
bliſhed by the State, and therefore juſt iris, that men ſhould be left 
in liberty of their conſciences, whether they would conform there- 
unto or ne. This hath in part been anſwered before, That it is not 
the mind of the Magiſtrate co compell any man to conform thereut» 
to againſt his conſcience, neither could he do it, alchough he ſo in- 
tended, and therefore in efeR tha is bur a vain,feigned,and frivo- 
lous plea, to pretend that libeny againſt the Magiſtrate, which no 
Magiſtrate can conſtrain, onely as the Apoſtle faith of faith about 
indifferent things ; haf# thow faith, have it to thy ſelf before Gul. 
So we may ſay in this caſe, halt thou liberty have it to thy ſelf be- 
,Wixt God and thee, til} he ſhall give thee a further light, andalt- 
ty to obey» 23 well as to difobey, but if chou contenteR not 7 
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flfe withthis ſober and moderace liberey ; bur. whilſt alſo leap 
over the hedge, and withdraw others from cheir Chriltian obe- 
dience; then thou runneſt upon the ſword of the Magiltrate, 
which God hath puc into his hands for che common good, by 
which he is bound to reſtrain thy inordivace and offenſive liber- 
ty, that ir diftucbe not che publike peace committed to his charge. 
Tothis may be added, that although this Presbyceriall govera- 
ment, in every part and parcell thereof, as it is now eſtabliſhed, 
be nocexpreſly commanded in Scripture ( as likewiſe no other 
kind of goyernment \wharſoever ) yet much may be brought for 
the approbation of ic, and to ſheiy that it is repugnant to Scrip- 
 rure. Firſt, government by a Presbycecy, is exprefly {er down tn 
Scripture ; Secondly, for execution thereof, ſome generall rules 
ae alſo clearly expreſſed, That all thing ſhould be done decent- 
ly, and in order, without contention, and for edifcation. Thirdly, 
to whom can ive imagine che ordering, and decencies, and editt- 
cation ſhould belong, but onely co the Magiltrare, alliſted by the 
advice of Geds holy word and Minifters, wherein wee find ano- 
ther expreſſe command, chat the Magilirate ſo judeing tor che 
good of all, ought to be obeyed for conſcience ſake. . Bring we 
this cauſe co a paire of (cales, and there we ſhall ſee it decided ; 
put inco one ſcale the judgement of che Magiltrate, - into che 
| enc of private men ; put into cither, the pro- 
ſeſſion of them borh, ro make the word. of God che rale of their 
judgement ; put in again, that upen ſearch therein, they meer 
with two (eyerall goyernments, neither of them direAly com» 
| nor. directly forbidden, nor yer. unconſonant to the 
Word. Hicherto the beam goes even betwixt chem. Search. a= 
gain, whac is co be put in more, and we ſha'l find an expreſle 
word of God, commanding eyery private ſoule to obey the high- 
er powers, judging and goycrning for goad, and: that. for canſci. 
ence ake, pur this into.the Magtttrates (cale, and it mult needy 
[e anderate till we can find any other word, chat, biddecththe 
= power be ſubjeR ro the lower. And indeed, were there 
to ward of Scripture to confirme this..cruth, the yery light of 
tcaſon might conyince us, for if os allow that reaſon ſhould eule 
aur 


(168) 
our aFectivhs we oft alfo allow the Magiſtrate to ule the 
people atrd when arly difference ariſeth berween then in jy& 
things wherein they pretend x6 judye. by Vhe and the ſeli6@ tim 
rules tealo!) requireth that che derefinination bf the Magilityte 
ſhou!d land, and_that the people ſhow:d 16 lenger Ve:\vif th 
their own cover hutbe wile with ſobriety ieriiny their fudge. 
H8nt3 to be over<ruted by theit Ruters, Whoſe office is to wath 
over then fot gnotin the oder of fuch things 3 Whiles thinss 
ate debating every one may have libetty to Tpeake their cotiſch. 
ence, but when things ate derermined, the liberty of eonicience 
mutt yerld mm the duty &t obedience, otherwiſe that ſweer hat. 
mony wonld be broken, which God hath ſet i the World be 
riyeen parties commanding, ahd parties obeying, Whettih albhe 
confifteth the outward hippineſſe of all ſocieties. Ih the mem 
time I arr glad to obſerve, that they diiclaim Hot ci'v' Hl obedience, 
ro the civiil power of the Magifteare, hopiry that it) rite they 
wHll for the fame realſot1 ceafe ro contend againft this povtth- 
renr. for that it is now inJeed, or imended to be wmatle a civil 
ſanction, and a tature law. And then denyihg ſabjedion theres 
wnto; Liberty cf confaence may aſivell rranſpott. them t6 dai 
exemption from many other civill lawes. Icttc'dt the! ivete 
accuſed of rnneder, and knew it His owvh confciehet tht Heh 
innocent. and had befidet rwenty withelſes tH Clear hith; yet if 
one {invle withefſe ſhall make varh again{t hit), inbehalfe of the 
King, he ſhall be condetymed by the lavv.. May he tos Randwapoh 
termes of his libetty, andhis ſunteawe; wh, y plead tath 
38 againlt his conſcience co bbey this lalv, ahd ſuffer Rncencd 6 
ing ittocent ? Suppefe atother had lived thatly Yeates {epitared 
Foth his iviſe, in which time ſhe had divers thildren by ancthee- 
man; bythe {aw be hall be injoyRed fo father them all ; may he 
mot plead, chat itis againſt his edifſtithce tb rake pon Hil the 
Rthetins of another mans childeen # Many ſiich RO thipht: 
be þronght, wherein rhe confricetices of men ſeem to have tore 
kit preteftices, to withdrav their obedience, ffom ſixth civil 
laives, then froto this law of goverment, {6 filly debared, afd: 
duly eftabliſtted.. Beſides, inafinach, as var dttchren requitea: 


toleration; 
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roleracion, of their own governmentathey do tacirly acknowledge 
apower in the Magilirate, to gratifie chem, or deny them ; and 
conſequently, they may alſo acknowledge, that this paiyer, is i= 
cher tawfull, or unlawtull ; if it be pra gg are with us,bound 
to obey it ; it unlawfull, they are bound co diſproye it 3 which 
when they g9 abour ; godly pens will uot be wanting, to endea- 
your, £0 give them ſaysfaHon, 

4 Moreover»it is faid by ſome, that whatſoever is impoſeg 
by man in the worſhip of God, por directly fpecified in his 
Ward, falleth under the condemnation, of will-worſhip, humane 
eradicians, of inventions of men. Thijs is £00 large an afſectiqn 
tobe ever well proved, for it is (rue neither way's Neither what» 
lever is @.nirced in Scripture, to be rejected as wil-worthip ; 
por whatioever is recorded in Scriptyce to be retained of perpe+ 
mall neceſſity, We read, chat rhe fa admim[tratiqn of Bapclm, 
uſe] cq be performed in open rivers, which with us would-be 
thaughe rade gnd dangerous ;. The Saings had 3 cuttome in the 
clale of their holy meetings, toſa'ute one another With 2 holy. 
kife, which in our Congregacians might be thaughe carnall and 
lakcivious ; they alſo were wont, after the celebration of che bleſ- 
ſed Euchariſt, co bring their provitions rogether , and make Jove- 
feat, which among us would be eſteemed loole and luxurirus. 
When a Brother or Siſter was fick, the Elders of che Church 
were ſent for, to pray oyer them, and anaint them with qile, 
which in our viſitations might beheld ſuperſtitious, ar perhaps 
btter for a PhyGtianchen a Miniſter. All theſe cuſtomes, and 
many others paſſed wich edificauon, in the innocency and .in- 
fancy of theſe firſt eimes ; which pac conſorting with Gurs, are 
univerſally difuſed. Quthe acher ide, the times and places of 
divine warſhip, the ſears and geftar:s of che worlkippers, the 


 manneref publike Praying, and Preacineg. copiognge Plates, 


of colleFing Almes, of allembling and diimillingrthe people, che 
forme of adminifiration and eecaving the haly Sacraments, and 
many other things concerning the aurward publick communion 


of Saings, are for che mol} part undeclared in Scripture, yer in 
Klnſeani prafiiſe ampne ws widwgas offence, chat therckaee 
2 na 
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muſt be underſtond for .a wil-worſhip, and humane invention, 
which is ſer up for ſome humane and carnall end, repvgnant tos 
Gods word, and to his glory. Mt: | 
5+ There be yet remaining tio more objections,arifing from: 
ro contrary grounds, one from pretence of weaknefle, 'th'orher 
from preſumprion of ftretgeh, Thoſe thar lay forth the. render. 
neſle of conſcience, forget not to produce thoſe heavenly exhor- 
rations, hereof the Scripture is full; that we ſhould nor brujle 
the broken reede, nor offend the leaſt ofthe little. ones, nor calt 
ftambling blocks before our brechren, nor ute our liberty' ro the 
deſtroying of the weake, but rather ſpread the covering of loye 
over our brethrens imfirmities, to raiſe up one another in the 
fpirit of meeknefle ; to beare with the weake,and pleaſe one ano. 
ther for goodedification ; yea, rather to abſtain from marters, 
which we think lawfull, then to compell others ro- things, they 
judge unlawfall : This they ſay was the doctrine and the pattern, 
which Chriſt, and his. Apoſtles ravgit, and praiſed among the 
farrhfnll ; which, becauſe I intend nor to deny, I ſhall onely exa- 
mine, hoy fitly they arc applyed co the controverſie- in hand, and 
whether they be of force, to abſolye weake brethren, from their 
due obedience, ro Gods Magiſtrate. | ETInE 
We are therefore ro underſtand, thar all thoſe ' Excellent rules 
fer down by the Apoſtles, for tendering of weak conſciences,re- 
ceive a double limitation ; Firſt, they were limited to the ſtare of 
rhofe rimes, with reſpeR to the condition of private Chriſtians, 
and their carriage one toiyards another. For in the Apoſtles age, 
nor long atter, there was in the world netther Chriſtian, King- 
dome;Common-ealth, nor Magiſtrate, whereby theſe- Rulers, 
were neither given to them, who were nor then inbeing, nor for 
ought we find, intended fo for them, when God- ſhould- raiſe 
chem, up in his Church. The contrity rather appeareth ; for 
Chriſt himſelfe comming to ſer up a ſpirituall Kingdome, in his 
Church, intended onely to pull down the kingdom of Satan, bur 
n2t the Kingdomes of the world, tho{e he left ſtanding, not re- 
fuſing, to pay for himſelf and his Apoſtle, rribute- ro Ceſar, not 
yer to anſyyer before the Courts and Tribunalls of the Jeree 
cer 
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(39) 
Aker Chritts example, th'Apoſtles were very caretull'to inftcat 
the aithtull, chat they ſhould wa'ke with'circumfpextion, ywith- 
out blame or reproach, leſt if they ſhould tranſgrefſe the law, or- 
commit ſcandalls, or fall into diyifions among themſelves, they 
ſhould make the name of God, and thar holy prefefſion, which 
they had undertaken to be blaſphemed among the heathen; or- 
daining them moreover ro make prayers, and ſupplications for 
al in authority, and co give them obedience for conſcience ſake, 
indeed the Soſpell is called a lai of lizercy, becauſe throug' 
Chriſt it freech us from the bondage of finne,the flavery of Saran, 
and the feare of death, nor becauſe, ic ditchargeth us of our * 
Chriſtian duty and'obedience to the Magiſtrate ; 1n which calc, 
it giveth no 1iþerty nor exemption. From whence we may con- 
clude, that if Chriſt and his Apoſtles ſubjected the belzevers of 
thoſe times, both by their precepr and prattiſe, to unbe ievirg 
powers ; It was never their meaning, to exem;rt the faithfull of 
our times, from their due obedience, ro Chriſtian and believing 
Magiſtrates. Secondly, theſe Evangelicall rules, for the caſe or 
render conſciences, reſpeRed eſpecially indifterent things. The 
Grifſtians of thoſe dayes conſiſted of two forts ; the converted 
Jewes, and converted Gentiles. The Jewes rratned up in the 
Ceremoniall Law, which chey knew was appointed by 0d, 
made a conſcience ofmears, and dayes, and other rites, and ru- 
diments of rhe time, as yet not convinced that they were abo- 
lthed by the comming of Chrift. Theſe were then the weake 
Chriftians. On the other fide, che Gentiles were fully inſtructed 
in their liberty, that they might uſe them, or nor ufe them, as 
they pleaſed ; They were then the firong Chrifttans ; The Apo. 
file Coekee to lay the foundation of charity aright, and pre- 
ferye theſe diſſenting brethren in the unity of the Spirit, and 
bond of Peace, oiveth theſe rules about indifferent things ; Thar 
the frong ſhould nor deſpiſe the weake, nor the weake. cenſure 
the firong, becauſe whether they ear, or eat nor, they do 1t, ro 
the-Lord, and are of him accepred ; and being both accepted of 
the Lord, they ought not tobe condemned, by one another. In 


luis caſe therefore, things, by nature indifferent, ſhould make no 
E difterence. 
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Uifference berwixt brethren; bur ſo to be uſed, or not uſed, thay 
now and then, for charity ſake, the expediency of them, ſhautq 
ſuſpend their lawfulneſſs. This-is che Apoltles doctrine, inftra. 
Ring private Chriſtians, abour indifferent things. Which th 
they reach noc, the Magiltxate in his office, yer they do, i his 
profeſſion; having given up his name co Chriſt, and livinging 
"Chriſtian ſociety, And hath our religious Magiſtrate a, refs 

| ſed theſe rukts ? Ler us ſee what he hach done, tor the reliete of 

_ *#render conſciences ; many grievances were complained of, jn the 
Epiſcopall-times, which the Parliament hath removed ; They 
have taken away conſecration of dayes and places, the ſuper{lirie 
on of meats and drinks, Images and Alrars, Croſſes and Surpli, 
ces; theuſurpation of ſpiricuall Courts, and remporall Biſhops; 
which were all abuſed with a danger to introduce Popery and 

' Idolatry : will not theſe things, ſatisfie weake an1 gender con. 
ſclences, unleſle they take away Government alſo, which is com- 
manded, and ſanctihed by the Word ? therefore we mult knoy, 
char government of the Church, in publike Aſſemblies, is no ine 
different thing, nor to be reckoned un their number ; God is not 
the Author of anarchy and confuſion ; bur of order, comlineſle, 
and peace : and when, the manner of government, and Gods 
worthip, inthe cixcumitances thereof, are righely ordered, ac- 
cording te the Ip of nature, and Chriſtian prudence, deduRed 
from the generall rules ſer downin the Word, and (etled by jult 
and lawful! auchoricy. Ir ts no longer left co the liberty of apy 
wan, ſubjeR to the ſame authority, ro conform, or not confarme. 
thereunto, as though it were a thing indifferent, much leſſe, is 
precend, that becauſe their conſciences cannot approve thereof ic 
Qhould be permitted to them, to ſer up another government; 
which ſeemeth to be a moſt unreaſonable demand, that whiles 
they deny obedience, to the Magiftrates lawes, they ſhould: ne- 
vertheleſle ſeck for liberty and power trom chem, to overthrow 
their own orders, and make them, crofſe ſhinns, with their own 
auchoricy. The power of the Magiſtrate and liberry. purchaled 
by Chriſt, do nor deſtroy, bur ſupport one another ; far chey are 
both truths, ayowedin the Word, and no truth can ore 
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aoeher, And if any mati fay, thata \yeak conſcience, though it 
loin ati etroe, yet till it he convitieed, ſhould fin, in obeythp the 
ruth ; ic thay be feplyed 4 fortiond, that the Magiltrate deter 
nllng the truth, catihot toletate any erfor, withcut finning 

ind his conſcience, and pattaking of thoſe errors, he con. 

8, But the other objeRion, proceeding from a conceit of 
#enpth, matcherh wich more alfutance ; for ſorne imagine, thar 
ſbrafmiich, a5 they ate jullified by grace, and freed from fin, and 
kers of the promile ; they are cohſequently in a flate of peteti- 
6n, able 10 filfill the laly of Godard delivered [rom all laves of 
tne, For, 1ex on pewiexy juſto; They have ti6 need of repen- 
tance, being ſecur'd from falling. Nor itch of faith, being a'- 
trady in fruition, they are a laiy unto themſelves, under no Ma- 
Firare, above all pehalty, as if they were out of the fleſh;having 


ſhaken off frailty arid mortality, and climed up, to the new Fern 


files, where there 1s neither [1h nor ſorrow. This being a tiyect 
farcy © them thatare poſſeſſed with all, will hafd y (ufet is 
ſelfe ro be removed, by force of argumeintati>n : Orner,vile we 
might fay ; That never any man, was without fn, buc Chriſt 
done, hd was like to man in all things, fin excepted. That rhe- 
Nelſed Apotle felfa law in his members, which made him doe 
that he would nor, atid will, that he did not. He bidJeth us work 
out our ſalvation, with fear and tremb!ing, not with fucquiedry 
adpreſumption; when-we have done our beſt, and ſeem to be 


moſt perfect, we are bur unproficable- ſeryafits., Many ſuch di- 
wreteſtimonies; mig! be brought to convince this opinion ; 
bucic refuterh 1t felfe, being contrary to the rule of faich, and 
conJition of humanity, We mult not think, that the grace of 
God, worket' againit his will;. his will is, chat we ſhould be 
militant, inthis life z wherefore we mult hor expect ro be erjum- 
plantyrill che warre be done ; his will is; that we ſhould grovv to- 
our full Rature by degrees ; ati [calethe ladder of heaven, not 
be taken up ina whirlwind. His will is,that ie ſhould be temp- 
id and buffered, and fall and riſe ; that ſeeing cur frailty and our 
miſery, we ſhould ſeek for tke renelying of his grace, an1 every. 


day. 
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day beg, our daily pardon, more duly, then our daily bread. Far. 
afmiuch as by ixength of nature, we may abſtain awhile from 
fo04, but by corruption of nacure, we cannot abſtain awhit fram 
fin. This error puffing up the hearcs of unſtable men, hath here 
rofore brought forth turious, and pernicious effefts, = 
The ſtory of fohn « Leyden, and Knipperdolling, and of their 
hrenſies at 2funfeer, is nor yet forgotten. I pray God our times 
e not pregnant, of ſome (ſuch monſter. Whar1s the meaning: 

that ſo many in our dayes, ſeparate from cheir brethren, as if 
others were prophane ? Why do they gather in heaps together, 
like biles a ulcers, drawing the corrupcion with them, and yet 
fay the bedy is unclean ? In ſuch manner, began they of Aſanſer ; 
they cook upon thern a garb of {implicicy, they ſeemed grave and 
dejeRted, fervent in long prayers, full ot revelations, lamenting 
the faſhions and prophaneſle of che times, contemning honours, 
deipiſing money, aw negleting Matrimonie, wiſhing, and wee- 
ping for reformation ; by ſuch hypocrihes they captivated, weak 
and wandring ſoules, who rooke them onely, to be the little 
flock ot heaven, that lived among wolves, and was perſecuted on 
earth. Till having made up their muſters, and aſſembled their 
rroops, they ſerup a Randard, calling the mulricude, into their 
ſnare, under the promiſe, and proclamation of liberty. Now the 
bleſſed rime was come, that the meek, ſhould inherice cheeatth; 
that the Kings and Potentares, and Adonibezecks of this world, 
who had done difpite and violence to the Saints, ſhon'd be broken 
with a rod of iron, and daſhed in pieces like a Potters veffell, 
Thence they fell into. revelations, and found ir written in the 
beams of the Sun, that Fohn « Leyden, was appointed by Chrift, 
co be King over all the world, and rule the Nations in righteoul- 
neſſe and in power. After this, the King was inſpired, to ſet up 
ſundry Queens, and co rake to himſelfe many wives at once, to 
increaſe and multiply the holy ſeed upon earch. Bur 'this 1magt- 
nary kingdome, was of ſhore durance; for the neighbour Princes, 
finding their defigne, joyned againlt them, as againſt the enemies 
of mankind : and after they had inJured a long ſiege ; their King, 
by revelation, aſſured chem, thar before Eaſter, they _ hare 
eliyerace. 
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deliverance. Burt when none appeare, he told then, that he ha 
been ina erance fx dayes, in which time, he had ridden on 2 blind 
Aſſe, and that God the Fath*r, had [aidupon his back, the finnes 
ofthem all, whereby chey were ler free and delivered from th-m; 
And this was the deliverance he promiſed, wherewithall, they 

eto reſt contented; Thereupon the Town was taken, the 


. eluded peoples difabuſed, the King impoſtor, executed to dearh, 
' and hung up in chatnes, vpon the higheſt Reeple, thus ended this 
erapedy, and eyer tragicall is the end of ſuch follies ; The Apoſtle 


noctech, chat factions and diyiſions, are lignes of carnality ; firft, 
men ſeparate from others, as unclean, then they ſpeak evill of ga. 
yernment, the next ſtep, is to blind the people with revelations ; 
from thence they fall into ſnares of the fleth , ar latt, rhey fiir up 
fedicion, and laſt of all, their end is deftruRion. | 

Hitherco, I have laboured co ſhe.v, that the Maviftrate, by his 
office, being an ordinance of God, is bounJ to provide for the 
Publick peace and ſafety in Cherch and Common-wea'rh, which 
isdone firſt by enaQine jult lawes, and wholſame orders, confo- 
nantto-wiſdome, and the word of God; and ſecondly, by uiing- 
his poxyer, to preſerve them, in vigor and execution; -as a!ſo to 
ſhew,that the people are bound 1n conſcience, to give willing obe= 
dience, ro fuch Lawes and erders of rhe Magiſtrate, whoſe duty 
itis, to reſtrain the diſobedienc, and reduce them, to cheir duty ; 
Nevertheleſſe, foraſmuch, as the power, wherewithatl God hath 
inveſted the Magiſtrare, is alvaies tobe uſed for publike good ; 
and requifite it is, that a due diſtinRion be made in the puniſh- 
ment of offenders, betyyeen ſuch as erre out of miſtake er igno- 
rance, and thoſe that reſift, out of wilfulnefſe and contempt. I. 
fall in all humblenefſepropound ſome fay expedients howfarre 
the Magiſtrate may pleaſe co ſlacken his power, and fo 
the lawes, and penalties thereof; as they may ferve both waes, 
2s lenitives for the fimple, and corraſfives for the ftubborn, 'who 
will not otherwiſe be reformed. | 

1, Icenceive, that as it is unreafonablero demand- fo it would 
be dangerous to grant, any toleration of Religion, befides char 
which is efabliſhed, for fuch a uy of conſcience, would breed- 
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8 ſreedome of will, and freedome of will would beger liberty of 
lite, which would breed a teartull Independency, when every one 
might do what they litt ; In matters ot faith, neceſiary to ialyati. 
on, there 1s bur one way, and one truth; all the relt, 1s obliquity 
and error. Therctore wheh the truthy hath been tried, by the 
Word, an4 ratitied by the Magiltrate, he cannot ſutter any faifs 
hood, without being acceflary thereumnto ; Yer inmarters of dil. 
cipline and government, there is a greater latinde ; tor when 1t 
ſhall appeare, that weak br. thren, agreeing in the tame contelli. 
en af faith but ditlenting in outward forms, out of tendernefie or 
ignorance; to ſuch a toleration, or connivence, or ſuipention of 
laws, may be harmleſle and charitable, cill chey be turther ſatiſ- 
fied and inltructe !, 
2, Thar whotoeves living under the ſubjeRion of this ſtate ſhould 
| be (o far deltirute of grace,as to renounce Chritt,or {peak blaiphe- 
moully of him,or any perion of the Trinicy; contrary to the faith 
eltabliſhed in theChurch;he ſha!l upon conyiRtion, be informed of 
the truch, with a brotherly admonicton, not ro divulge his error,to 
the corruption or feandall of others, or difturbance of thecivill 
ace. For the {econd offence, he ſhall indure a years impriſor* 
ment, be diſabled in his teſtimony, put out of protection of the 
La.ys,and wear ſome publike mark, noting him for a Blaſphemer : 
For the third offence, he ſhall ſuffer banithment; or cloſe andper- 
peruall impriſonment;and if baniſhed. ic ſhal be capirall for himto 
return, without licence of the State.,For it he by our lawes deter- 
veth death, that ſequceth any ſubject, from the allegeance of his na- 
turall Pcince;whar deſerverh he,that ſeeketh ro alienate the ſoule 
of any Chrittian, from the dependance of God, unto the diyell? 
3. IF any one, our of an evill heart, ſhall break forth into open 
reviling, ſcorning diſgracefull words againft the preſent Church- 
government. now eftablithed, he ſhall not be connived at, 4s a 
manef cender conſcience - for as he giverh himſelfe power and 
kberty te diſ-joyn from ic, ſo it is alſo in his power, not to ſpeak 
evill of ic, bur doing it by choice and deliberation ; he cannot fall 
within che compaſſe of weaknefle. For he chat maketh no con- 
ſaiencce,al giving offence and ſcandall co the Chriſtian Magiſtrate, 
a 
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and all his godly brethren, living in peaceable obediencez cannor 
imagine,chat his private fanctes,choug't coyercd with weaknefle, 
ſhould be more tendered, then the publike conſcience of the 
Common-wealth. Such a one cherefore ought to be puniſhed, as 
2 contemner of che civill power. Firſt, by reproof and exhorta- 
tion, not to diſquiet, the peace of the Land ; Secondly, by a pe- 
cuniary mul, for ſome pub.ike uſe, with diſablity of his credit; 
Thirdly, it he (till perſiſt, wich cloſe impriſonment, cull, he give 
publike fatisfaRion of his repentance. 

4+ Foraimuch, as no man ought to undertake the office and 
funtion, of che holy Church Miniltry, wichour he be well afſurted 
of his inward calling thereunto ; neither can ſuch men conceive 
themſelves, awhit the worle, or that ig might be any prejudice 
0 their {piricuall gitts to have an outiard approbation by laying 
on the hands of the Presbytery, and praying for divine bleſſing 
upon their perſons, and giving them an order:y miſſion, incs 
Gods harveſt ? Therefore wholinever ſhall take unto himſetfe rhe 
holy calling, preſuming co preach the Word or adminitter the 
Sacraments, not being admitted, nor ordained thereunto, by law. 
full authority ; he ought to be puniſhed as the former were, thac 
contemned the ciyill power, or rather more ſeverely ; eſpecially 
it they be found in their publike preaching, ro ſow ſedition a- 
mong the people; proyided, that ſuch perſons, Matters of famt- 
lies, or others, meeting in thetic own houſes, or in their neigh- 
bours, to repeat what they heard or learned, cut of Sermons 
preached by authority ; and up3n that or the like occaſion, wor- 
(hip God by praying or finging of Plalmes, conferring or argy- 
ing, upon any part of the Word preached, as alſo fuch, who be- 
ing required, by any friend or neighbour ( when the advice of 
Minifters,cannot be had) co open or expound ſome text of Scrip= 
ure, or deliyer his judgement upon any caſe of conſcience, for 
atisfaRton of the parties, be not comprehended unJer this Arti-' 
cle,or any penalry thereof, becauſe we are commanded, to exer- 
ale the gifts and ralents, God hath givenus. in a tober and or- 
derly way, for the edification of one another. 


5» Whereas ont of all doubt, many things are — in 
FI oly 
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holy Scripture, which are not yer fully- manifeſted, nor clear) 
dyond we know the Spirit - God, bloweth where M 
likteth and 13 not confined, to time, place, nor perſon, bur 1nſpi. 
rech whom he pleateth. 1f therefore any man ſhall pretend, 16 
have a ne:v opinion. or ney light revealed unto him, ofthe fence 


of any part of Scri-ture, fitting it were, he ſhould bing his 


knowledge ro lome godiy Minilter, approved of; or t5 the next 
Claſſis, wiere he tiverh. there to be eried and examined by the 
ſpirit of rhe Prophers judging and determining by the word of 
God, andit perchance they neither approve ot his opinion, *nor 
yet be able to convince him; then xo reter him, tothe next Na. 
tionall Councell ro which he mult ſtand or fall, In the mean time 
if he publiſh his opinion, under hand, to the breach of brotherly 
unity in the Church ; he ought ro be taken, as a dilturber of pub. 
like peace, and tubjeR ro the penalties mentioned in the third 


t 


Article. 


By theſe and ſuch like means, the power of the ciyill Magi -* 


{trate, may be preſerved from contempt ; and the conſtiences 

weak br thren from cunttraint ; ul they tha'l pluck off theit 
mack, and 41{cover themſelves to be obftinare, and unſufterable; 
clamouring tor toleration, under pretence of weaknefle ; butin. 
deed, making a breach and ſeparatton, i1i cuntidenee of their own 
ftrengrth and perfection, diidaining with ſupercilious etes, rhe in- 
firmittes of evetr brethren ; by which falacie, they think roblear 
the eye of the Magtlirare and make the vweak, ro overthroy the 
firong. To fuch wolves in ſheeps c!loathing, wherher they be 
Pavitts, Hereticks, Schitmaricks, or whatſoever they be (for a 
weak conſcience. ts now-adaies, become a cloak, for all ſhoul- 
ders ) my meaning is nor, that any indulgence or connivence of 


the Magiltrate, ſhould be exrended to them, who tr. is plain 
cuough. are employed in malicious defignes, working andet» 


oround, the divitons and ruine of the Seare. - 

Therefore to conclude with the fame fpirir, as 1 began; which 
+s a ſpirit of unity, peace, and love. In the fear, and before the 
face of Almighty God, and by the bowells of that leye,wherwith 
Chritt Jefus loyedus all ; I do beſcech the brethren, wherher oy 
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be lea ers 0r followers, that agree wieh us in the fate doftrine- 
but diſſent in government ; © lap their hands upon theit hearts 
and examine, what they would de ar. : Isic; ar-the advaticenient 
of truth, the praRiile of holineſs, the purity of Gods worſhip ? 
Lit them contlider, whether all theſe may notbe had; as they are 
ll intended under the preſent government;is it at{pirituall per- 
ſection, whiles they are preſent in the fleſh? Ler them conſider, 
that the perfection of a Chriſtian, conlifterh, in humility, loye, 
peace, meeknefle, ſobriety and uprighrneſſe, whictzare truly {pi- 
rituali, and none of them excluded, by this government. Is ir ar 
the ſerting up of the kingdome of Chrilt eſus ; that He might 
raipne, as Lord omnip>rent upon earth ? er them conſider, thac 
the kingdome of Chriſt Jeſus, is nor of this work, he prefcri- 
beth no forms, nor modells of civill government, as he finder} 
them, ſo he leayeth chem, where he 15 received; he ſublimerh and 
refineth them where he 1s not received, hee dot 1 not defiroy 
them, Let them conlider, that tits preſent governmer, doth no 
wajes eclipſe the kingdome of Chriſt, Jeſus; for whither ir be 
placed, in 2 fingle Congregation, or in a generall Aſſembly, or 
in the lalt reſort of the ſupreme Maciltrare; all arc under the 
vernment of Chrilt Jeius, who ruleth - among them, by his 
Word, wheteunto, they conform their govermnent : Is it at the- 
ſerting up of any other government, which ehey think is onely 
dvine, and neceſlary to ſalvation? Ler rhem confider, chat by fuch: 
afertions, they do not onely b/alt all reformed Churches ar this 
day, and leave them ina ftate of condemnation living under ano. 
ther goyerrunent, bur alſo conJemn nmlcicades of fonles depar- 
xd, which under ocher governments, lived Saints upon earth, 
de&mareyrs for the faich of Chrift, and are now erinmphants in 
heavets—Or els is it at no government at 2ll, till chey receive 
urevealed from heaven? Let-chem conſider, whether any ſich 
premiſe be made us wy Scripture; which we oughtro expe This 
wee find; thar God'is noe the Author 'of confuſion, but of 
peace, order, and goyernment, whith oughr to be ſerled' in all 
Churches of che Saincs.' Or laſtly, is it ro ſet up an infallibility 
& private: judgament;rakive —— to abound in the ſfirir,, 
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and be able eo judge all above them ? Let them co..fider char th» 
hearcs and ſpirics of men, are deceictull, above all deceirs, wy 
that to Rrive and contend tomake rents and ſeparation for theſe 
things, co deipiſe the powers and ordinances of Gol, are reckg« 
ned among the workes of the fleſh, rank and carnall. But if iche 
asIwillhopeitis, a pure and ſincere weakneſs of cenſcience, 
arifing from a ieaknefle of judgement ; nor yer ſeeing the clear. 
nefle of thac light, which hath in lightned the Magittrates and 
Miniſters, and grecacelt part of che Kingdome. Let them be in. 
created in the fear of God. roſeck to him for further iYhuminati. 
on; and in the mean time, to ſuſpend cher opinions and forbear 
contentions by Chriſtian m »delty and moderation, becommi 

che Saints, to maintain Chriſtian charicy, rhich is the bond: of 
perteion, and make ic manifeſt unto che world, and to the An- 
gells in heaven, thar they are not led, by the ſpiric of error, firife 
and yain-glory bur by che ſpirit of eur, which worketh by lore; 
and ar" p44 patience and meckneſle; minding the .ſame 
things, and improving the gifts of faith, grace and knowledge, 
hereunto they have already attained. And in other things of 
leſſer moment, concerning the formes of ditcipline and goyern. 
ment, and the outward face of order and decency in the publike 
worſhip, whereunto perhaps net having yet attained, they may 
be otheriviſe minded therein co watt Gods time, with quiet and 
patience, who hath promiſed to reveale,even that alſo unto them, 
that one may nor be perfeR, without another. Ir may be, they. 
may thinke themſelves unkindly dealt withall, arid very ill re- 
quired, that having ſo frankly adventured their lives and eſtates, 
and done (o valiantly, againſt the enemies of God and the Land, 
chey ſhould after all this, be denye\d any-requeſt, eſpecially, that 


which (o nearly roucherh, their freedome of conſctence, andin-. 
ward peace. Truly it is on all hands confeſſed, an{ no.man that 


I know, ſeeketh to caſt a vaile over cheir-worth, or ſuppreſſed 
cheir atchievements. God hath done wonderfull things ; by ma» 
ny of cheir hands and the lefle honour, they. cake co themſelves, 


che more will be given them, by the voice of the Nation, and Ru-" 


lers of che band, who ought to cake care, thar their names be 
Written 
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writeen,in the Re gifters offame, from generation ro 
But what will our diffenung brethren lay, it Jetuirs 
nents converſe among them, in ſheeps-clothing ; If er 
into Angels of light, they carry on theſe workes of ec, 
and by ſecret ſugvettions, and intinuations of the Serpent, make 
them blow this cole, and widen this breach againſt their ownn- 
cenrions? Iris not for nought, that there-be.ſo ma y popilh ſpies 
and Agenes amorg us; whoſe employment 15, rd weaken. the 
hands of the Maguitrate; by wing tations and diſobedience a- 
mong the people. ' They feele their blew, and know well enough 
that rheir torm is broken, they are upon their laſt ' gaſpe, and. 
their laſt refuge is this, co compaſle that by trechery and mif- 
chiefe, which they could nor do, by force in the field; - If they can 
divide the civill and Military power, and fling fire-balls of divi- 
fon into the rents of brethren, they have yet a fainting hope to 
recover tirength and deftroy them both. Let not. our brethren 
thinkthis, ro be an eary or empty admonition z tor there be men 


bfinely ſpirited an4 rarified co the invifibility of 'the divell; 


that if it were poſſible, they would deceive the very EleR, and 
weave their hypocriticall webbs, with liberty, that 'commonly 
the ſimple, and many times the circumſpeR are inyolyed, and 
taken. Happy it were, that by ſome marke, they might be 
known, for then they were eafily avoided; but when. they come, 
toſtrike up diviſion, and ſeparare the hearrs of the brethren , the 
iafelt remedy is ro Ropour eares. as againft Inchanters, and Ne- 


 a0tiators for the divell. Return then © Shulamite, return, re- 


turn ; be nor intrapped in the ſnares of divifion; but return to 
the tents of peace : what will ye ſee in the Shulamites ? we ſhall 
ſee, when he returneth and joyneth his body to the State,and his 
conſcience to the Church, that his countenance is faire as the 


| Moon, clear as the Sun. terrible, as an Army with danners.and 


tat his company united tothe Common-wealth, is like the af- 
fociation of wwo Armies, linked rogether dy one heart, invinci- 
—_ undifſolyable, by the powers of carknetle and of Anti. 


Thus have I delivered my poor judgement; and —_— 
; Y, 


(49)) 7 | ; 
duey, which I owe © the publike peace»  Ipretend not eq noress. 
Jr pr mer rt ; but being pivy to the evenneſiay. 
of mine ownheart, and unbyaticd intentions; my canſtience ags 

- roy teftimony, that have noc erred, $0 cauſe any other may 191i. 
eres In regard whereof, I may hope, thatall men, who are thing 
rituall, and di(-intereſſed in their ends, will acknowledge this; 
co be che mind of Chrif?, fo far+forth at lealt, as it aimerh and; 
rendeth eo piety and peace. Nevertheleſſe, it.any will be ith; 
cententious and diffent, neither I, ner the Churches of G y 
have any fach cuſtorne ; .nor do: I intend, for this difference of | 
J to breake charity and communion with chem. Bug: 
I rather beſeech them, for a cloſe of all;- ro pur on milde adi 

affections; and whiles they approve of our faich,-nat405" 
iſapprovebur workes, by excommunicating of us,or ſcparatingh- 
from vs ; till ur workes go before us, and condemn our ſelveni( 
Leaving them, in this afſarance, that when our Lord Jeſus Cheriſh? 
ſhallcome, the Judge and Maſter of us all, co whom we :;wull 
 Nandor fall; it will be better for them, aud for ns in;that day 
| chathe findour bearts eſtabliſhed in prace, ehen our ſelves at vu 


riance about Church-government. ; .. 
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